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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO - CENTRAL 

 

SAVE THE FIELD, a California nonprofit 
public benefit corporation, 

Petitioner, 

v. 

DEL MAR UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT, 
and DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, 

Respondent. 
 

Case No. 37-2020-00020207-CU-TT-
CTL 
 
[PROPOSED] ORDER DISCHARGING 
THE PEREMPTORY WRIT OF 
MANDATE 

Judge: Hon. Joel R. Wohlfeil 
Dept.: C-73 

Complaint Filed: June 12, 2020 
 

On December 22, 2020, this Court held a hearing on the merits of Petitioner Save the 

Field’s (“Petitioner”) Petition for Writ of Mandate involving the California Environmental Quality 

Act (“CEQA”).  On February 8, 2021, after post-hearing briefing by the parties, the Court 

executed a Judgment issuing a Peremptory Writ of Mandate (“Judgment”) and executed a 

Peremptory Writ of Mandate (“Writ of Mandate”). 

The Writ of Mandate ordered the District to: 

1. Set aside and vacate Resolution No. 2020-13 approving the Del Mar Heights 

Rebuild Project (“Project”). 

2. Set aside and vacate Resolution No. 2020-13 certifying a Mitigated Negative 

Declaration for the Project. 

3. Effective as of December 22, 2020, suspend all project activities in connection with 
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the Project that could result in any change or alteration to the physical environment 

until Respondent has reconsidered its resolution and brought it into compliance 

with the requirements of CEOA. 

4. Comply with the provisions of CEQA. 

On or about March 10, 2021, the District filed its Initial Return to the Writ of Mandate.  

On or about April 12, 2021, the District filed its Second Return to the Writ of Mandate.  On or 

about May 24, 2021, the District filed its Third Return to the Writ of Mandate. 

According to the District’s Returns to the Writ of Mandate, the District vacated its 

Resolution No. 2020-13 on February 24, 2021.  The District also decided to pursue a “focused” 

Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) per the Court’s Minute Order dated February 8, 2021.  On 

March 1, 2021, the District issued a Notice of Preparation of a Draft Focused EIR (“Notice of 

Preparation”) for the Project, which provided notice to the San Diego County Clerk and the 

California Office of Planning and Research that the District was preparing a Focused EIR relative 

to the Project.  On the same day, the District also published the Notice of Preparation by posting 

notice at the District’s administrative offices located at 11232 El Camino Real, Ste. 100, San 

Diego, CA 92130, and on its website at https://www.dmusd.org/ (under the “Measure MM” 

button).  The deadline for public comment on the Notice of Preparation was March 30, 2021, and 

the District received 18 comments from the public.   

On April 28, 2021, the District issued a Notice of Availability for the Draft Focused EIR to 

the State Clearinghouse, the County Clerk, Responsible Agencies, Organizations, and Interested 

Parties (“Notice of Availability”), which served as public notice of the availability of the Draft 

Focused EIR, and solicited comments from the public regarding the content of the Draft Focused 

EIR.   

Although the deadline for public comments on the Draft Focused EIR ended on June 11, 

2021, the District accepted public comments until June 14, 2021.  Written comments on the Draft 

Focused EIR were received from various persons, entities, and governmental agencies, and the 

District responded to the written comments.  On June 18, 2021, the District emailed written 

responses to the public agencies’ comment letters at least ten (10) days prior to certification of the 
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Final Focused EIR. 

On June 21, 2021, the District issued the full Final Focused EIR containing all written 

responses to the comments received during the public comment period.  On June 30, 2021, the 

District’s Governing Board of Trustees approved Resolution No. 2021-11 during a duly noticed 

regular meeting.  A true and correct copy of Resolution No. 2021-11 is attached hereto as Exhibit 

“A” and incorporated herein.  Resolution No. 2021-11 makes all appropriate findings under 

CEQA, approves and certifies the Final Focused EIR, CEQA Findings of Fact for the FEIR, the 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and approves the Project.  Finally, all relevant 

environmental documents may be found on the District’s website at: 

https://www.dmusd.org/Measure-MM/Del-Mar-Heights-School-Rebuild-Planning/CEQA-

Documents/index.html. 

Having considered the foregoing recitals, all of the District’s Returns to the Writ of 

Mandate, and all other documentary evidence submitted by the District, the Court hereby 

ORDERS: 

1. The District has complied with, and fully satisfied, both the Judgment and the Writ 

of Mandate. 

2. That the District has complied with the provisions of CEQA. 

3. That the Writ of Mandate is hereby discharged. 

4. Other order(s): ______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dated:  _____________________, 2021 
 
By: 

  Honorable Joel R. Wohlfeil 
  Judge of the Superior Court 

 

7/19/2021
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